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Blacon History Newsletter 

April 2021 

Welcome to the Blacon History newsletter, the Newsletter goes out either digitally or in print-
ed format to a large number of Blacon residents. Our main aim is to research and distribute 
local historical information to our membership and the wider Blacon & Chester community.  
Additionally to work with the local community and schools to enable residents old and young 
to discover their local history and provide a  sense of belonging. To work with other institu-
tions to enhance and provide a local learning resource for those who are able and unable to 
access new technology.  

Please contact us at blaconhistory@gmail.com  

Or take a look at our website  http://www.blaconhistorygroup.org/  

For more information If you are unable to access technology then contact either  

Dave Cartwright on 07854 681886 or Alan Smith on 07932556062  

 

 

The Roman Camp at Deepoint. 

While looking closely at a R.A.F photo taken in 1945 of Bla-
con point a number of years ago our Blacon Historian Nor-
man Stainthorp discovered what he thought to be a Roman 
fort within the photograph. The camp would have been made 
of wood and occupied an important vantage point overlook-
ing the river Dee. It is very possible that the fort predates 
any development by the Romans in Chester and could have 
been built as early as AD 50 when the Romans had invaded 
Cheshire in search of raw materials.Blacon point would have 
also been a good lookout point to keep an eye on the De-
ceangli tribe who would have been ready to mount attack on 
the Romans at anytime. We have very little evidence about 
how the fort was used but one of the most important battles 
in local history took place very close by in Anglesey when the 
famous Roman General Suetonius Paulinus mounted an at-
tack on the island in an attempt to destroy the Druids. Ac-
cording to the Roman historian Tacitus small wooded boats 
were used by the Romans to mount an offensive on the Celts 
in Anglesey which ended in the Romans slaughtering a large 
number of the Druids and their Celtic allies. Is there a possi-
bility that Roman solders from Blacon camp could have sup-
ported the attack on Anglesey ?.  

Returning to the attack, the Romans are forced to stop the massacre on Anglesey when news 
comes of the Boudica victories . Immediately Suetonius Paulinus marches his forces back 
across  country to face the much larger Celtic army led by Boudica at Watling street. The battle 
ends in a major defeat for the Celts, with the Romans using a close formation short sword stab-
bing action tactic protected by a wall of shields. The Roman tactic of stabbing through the gaps 
in the shields results in thousands of Celts meeting their end in their disorganised attack. 

The Romans only suffered small losses in this famous victory. As for Boudica she is either killed  
in battle or takes her own life, she is never heard of again. 
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Blacon Arts & History Trail Project 

https://secureservercdn.net/160.153.137.163/obx.dee.myftpupload.com/wp-content/

uploads/2021/03/digitalpdfarttrail.pdf 

https://secureservercdn.net/160.153.137.163/obx.dee.myftpupload.com/wp-content/

uploads/2021/03/A4-PrintCopyArtTrail-lessInk.pdf 

The artwork was officially launched on Good Friday and ran until 18
th
 April. There was one whole 

(quite long 9km) route and also options to do the North side and South side of Blacon on differ-
ent occasions. Obviously you could do as much or little as you like in one go and you could even 
drive around most of it if needed There's were a couple displays where you needed to actually 
get out of the car to see them though. Hopefully it took many residents to places in Blacon they 

might not have discovered before  
 
Thanks were expressed to all involved, schools, teachers, students, artists, parents, those in 
work, those retired, those part of Community Groups or Churches here in Blacon. Also big 
thanks to Sheila Little (Councillor for Blacon Ward) and Rev Tina Upton (Holy Trinity Blacon and 
Blacon Beacon) who helped hugely to get funding and contacts with folk.  
 
Along the way you were also able to find out some local history points which had been identified 
by your Blacon History Group team. We will be launching a much bigger set of history locations 
in the summer with various walking routes but we jumped on our Easter Art Trail last minute to 
give an additional interest to our Blacon residents. By careful planning most of the history points 
were also on the same trail as the Art one.  
 
We really hope all the residents and visitors enjoyed the experience and it was wonderful to see 
such a wide range of talent coming from Blacon and look forward to seeing more creativity in the 
future. " 

 

Congratulations from the Blacon History Group (BHG) to all the team involved in the artistic inno-
vative Blacon Art Trail Project. This project has definitely proved that there is a wealth of artistic 
talent within our Community. 
Special thanks from BHG to the Art Trail team for allowing us to take part in this new exciting col-
laborative project. 
 

We look forward to being involved in any other future collaborative schemes in 2022  

 

Drones over Blacon 
 
 
We have now completed a number of drone flights and filmed a large amount of footage from the 
air over Blacon . 
 
Over the next couple of months we are hoping to produce a number of videos which we will load 
onto YouTube.  
 
Please follow this interesting link if you would like to take a train ride from Shotton going through 
Blacon station to Nortgate station in the 1960’s. 
 
 
Shotton High level to Chester Northgate - YouTube  
 

 


